
To Transfer or Not to 
Transfer?



Introducing Today’s Team

• Emily Burt, Solano Community College

• Richard Frische, Arizona State University

• Betsie Rugg-Stassen, Northern Arizona University

• Loretta Klosterman, University of Oregon

• Chuck Liddiard, University of Delaware



Straw Poll

Which type of counselor are you?
• High school counselor
• 2-year counselor
• 4-year counselor
• Independent Educational Counselor
• Community Based Organization
• Other



Why are we talking about this?

• The 2017-18 NACAC Counseling Trends Survey illuminates the need 
for increased transfer visibility:

• Fewer than 40% of secondary school counselors felt “very prepared” to 
discuss local transfer policies

• Secondary school counselors perceived that community college was 
moderately or very stigmatized among 54.3% of students and 59.7% of 
parents/families

• A high school senior’s decision between going to university and 
transferring through community college has important 
consequences down the road

https://www.nacacnet.org/globalassets/documents/publications/research/nacac-research-brief_community-colleges-and-transfer.pdf


Mythbusters

• “Community college coursework is inferior to university 
coursework.”

• “If I go to community college, I have to stay in my local area.”
• “You can’t be an honors student at a community college”
• “There’s not much to do at a community college. It’s too quiet!”
• “Community college faculty aren’t as good as university faculty”
• “If I go to community college, I’m gonna stay here forever…”



Things to Consider

• 2-year colleges are designed with transfer in mind
• Costs & Benefits
• Financial aid
• How long do you plan to spend at the community college?
• How to define a “transfer student”?



Transfer Best Practices

If your students decide to start at a 2-year college, here’s what they 
should do to ensure their success:

• Meet with your academic advisor early and often
• Utilize your college's Transfer Center
• Research transfer pathways and articulation agreements
• Experiment and explore academic options
• Keep your grades up



Current Events

• New Course Formats
• Pass/fail grades
• Online labs

• New policy & legislation
• New dual-admission program

• COVID-related impacts on admission
• Gap year & deferred applicants
• Selective vs. non-selective institutions
• Test-optional admission & scholarships

• AP/IB credits
• How these affect admission and transfer credit

https://edsource.org/2021/newsoms-proposal-would-create-dual-admission-program-for-community-college-transfer-students/648023




admission.asu.edu/transfer



NAU transfer slide

• Transfer admission requirements



www.udel.edu/transfers 
Chuck Liddiard

Assistant Director--West Coast Admissions
liddiard@udel.edu



Thanks for joining us!

Connect with us if you’d like to keep the conversation going:

• Richard Frische - richard.frische@asu.edu
• Loretta Klosterman - lkloster@uoregon.edu
• Betsie Rugg-Stassen - Betsie.Rugg-Stassen@nau.edu
• Emily Burt - emily.burt@solano.edu
• Chuck Liddiard - liddiard@udel.edu 
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