


How Educators can Support 
Undocumented Students go to College

The following presentation is intended to support and inform educators who are working with 
undocumented students. For reference only. Immigrants Rising © 2018



We help 
undocumented young 
people pursue
education and 
careers that create 
new, brighter futures 
for them, their 
families, and their 
communities.





National Statistics of Undocumented Population

Fig. 1 Number of undocumented students who graduate from high school every year. Adapted from “How Many 
Unauthorized Immigrants Graduate From High School Annually?” by. J. Zong. and J. Batalova. 2019. Washington, 
DC: Migration Policy Institute
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Fig. 2 Graph of total number of undocumented students that graduate from High School. Adapted from “How 
Many Unauthorized Immigrants Graduate From High School Annually?” by. J. Zong. and J. Batalova. 2019. 
Washington, DC: Migration Policy Institute



National Statistics of Undocumented Population

Fig. 3 The difference that status makes towards college enrollment.Greenman and Hall, 2013 as cited in “How 
Many Unauthorized Immigrants Graduate From High School Annually?” by. J. Zong. and J. Batalova. 2019. 
Washington, DC: Migration Policy Institute

“Both unauthorized and legally 
present students from similar 

socio demographic backgrounds 
… have similar graduation rates; 
their legal status differences 

have a larger impact on college 
enrollment.”  



Access to Support

Undocumented

State-Based 
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In-State 
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SPOT



Despite the political 
climate, every day 
undocumented young 
people show resilience 
and innovation in the 
face of educational, 
legal, and political 
challenges.



Learn About Policies and 
Legislation



National 
Immigration 
Updates



Deferred
Action for
Childhood
Arrivals



DACA Benefits
● Work authorization
● Protection from deportation
● Federal identification
● Social security number
● Drivers license
● Medical
● Other



DACA 
Update

DECEMBER 8, 2020
● On Friday, December 4, 2020, a New York judge 

ordered the federal government to restore the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program to its original state.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
● The decision restores the DACA 

program completely. Initial, renewal, and Advance 
Parole applications will be accepted by USCIS.

Find out More Here:
https://immigrantsrising.org/daca/

https://immigrantsrising.org/daca/
https://immigrantsrising.org/daca/


DACA Resource

RenewMyDACA.com



Immigration Legal 
Intake Service
"When I came into E4FC, I was 
undocumented and afraid of where my life 
was heading. Through the Dreamer Intake 
Service, I realized I had an option to legalize. 
Now I have legal status, graduated from 
Cornell Law School, and am an attorney!”
— Krsna Avila, Former Legal Services 
Manager



State 
Educational 
Policy 
Updates 



In-State 
Tuition
(Part 1)

Three Full-Time years of attendance or credits 
earned in a: 

California High School; or 
Adult School; or 
Community College (up to 2 years); or 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation; or 
Any combination thereof; 

OR 
Three years of high school coursework and 
three years of total attendance in a: 

CA elementary or 
Secondary School or 
Any combination of these

Length of Time 
or Coursework 
Requirements
(SB 68)

https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/Immigrants-Rising_SB-68-Fact-Sheet.pdf


In-State 
Tuition
(Part 2)

Meets either degree or unit requirements:
Graduate from a CA High School, or 
Obtain a G.E.D. in CA, or 
Attain an associate degree from a CA Community 
College, or 
Fulfill minimum transfer requirements for University of 
California or California State University

Degree or Unit 
Requirements
(SB 68)

https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/Immigrants-Rising_SB-68-Fact-Sheet.pdf


IN-STATE TUITION TOOL
immigrantsrising.org/qualifier/



California Dream Act (AB 130 & AB 131)

California Dream Act allows AB 540, AB 2000 and SB 68 eligible undocumented 
students to benefit from University Scholarships and Financial Aid from State-
Government.

Due: March 2nd



Types of CA 
State 
Financial Aid

https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/Immigrants-Rising_Types-of-CA-State-Financial-Aid.pdf


Understanding 
the Differences 
In-State Tuition vs. CA 
Dream Act vs. DACA 

https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/Immigrants-Rising_Understand-the-Differences-In-State-Tuition-and-CA-Dream-Act.pdf


Earning a 
Living 
Beyond 
DACA



“Entrepreneurship is freedom 
and creativity. It’s being 
proud of where I came from. 
It’s giving the next generation 
a better change.” 

— Marleny Del Cid, Owner of 
Los Shucos NYC



Professional 
Licenses 
for 
Undocumented 
Individuals

10 STATES—California, Florida, Illinois, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, South 
Dakota, Utah, West Virginia and 
Wyoming—enacted laws providing licenses 
for certain populations, such as Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
recipients, legal immigrants and/or 
unauthorized immigrants.

IN CALIFORNIA, SB 1159, signed in 2014, 
opened up professional opportunities for 
people in CA with an ITIN



Life After 
College Guide 
from 
Immigrants 
Rising





See what’s 
Possible.

immigrantsrising.org



Share our 
Resources 
&
Access our 
Services ImmigrantsRising.org



Immigration Legal 
Intake Service
"When I came into E4FC, I was undocumented 
and afraid of where my life was heading. 
Through the Dreamer Intake Service, I realized 
I had an option to legalize. Now I have legal 
status, graduated from Cornell Law School, 
and am an attorney!” — Krsna Avila,
Former Legal Services Manager

immigrantsrising.org/legalintake/



Educational
Resource Binder
Order online or download 
for free

immigrantsrising.org



Top 10 Ways

Top 10 Ways to Support 
Undocumented Young People

1. Engage with an Open Mind
2. Learn About Policies & Legislation
3. Create a Safe Space; Don’t out

a Student
4. Build Agency & Power
5. Access Reputable Legal Info
6. Advocate for Financial Support
7. Build Your Educator Network
8. Identify & Connect with Role Models
9. Involve Parent
10. Create Spaces for Storytelling

https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/top-10-ways-to-support-undocumented-students/


Estefanía Hermosillo
Community Education Lead
estefania@immigrantsrising.org

mailto:estefania@immigrantsrising.org



