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Pursuing College

The following presentation is intended to support and inform educators who are working with 
undocumented students. For reference only. Immigrants Rising © 2018



My Story
Estefania Hermosillo
Community Education Coordinator

estefania@immigrantsrising.org

mailto:estefania@immigrantsrising.org


We help 
undocumented young 
people pursue
education and 
careers that create 
new, brighter futures 
for them, their 
families, and their 
communities.





Top 10 Ways

Top 10 Ways to Support 
Undocumented Young People

immigrantsrising.org/resource/overview

1. Engage with an Open Mind
2. Learn About Policies & Legislation
3. Create a Safe Space; Don’t out

a Student
4. Build Agency & Power
5. Access Reputable Legal Info
6. Advocate for Financial Support
7. Build Your Educator Network
8. Identify & Connect with Role Models
9. Involve Parent

10. Create Spaces for Storytelling



Engage with an Open Mind 



Migration Over Time

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiPq7C06zjQ


National Statistics of Undocumented Population

Total 
Undocumented 

People in the US:
11 to 12 million 

people

Under 18:
At least 1.3 

million people
Annual High 

School 
Graduates:

65,000 
Students

Enrollment in 
College Each 

Year:
7,000-13,000 

Students



Access to Support

  Undocumented

State-Based 
Financial Aid 

In-State 
Tuition DACASWEET 

SPOT



Despite the political 
climate, every day 
undocumented young 
people show resilience 
and innovation in the 
face of educational, 
legal, and political 
challenges.



Learn About Policies and 
Legislation



National 
Immigration 
Updates



Deferred
Action for
Childhood
Arrivals



DACA Benefits
● Work authorization
● Protection from deportation
● Federal identification
● Social security number
● Drivers license
● Medical
● Other



DACA 
Update

● The future of DACA is up in the air
● SCOTUS will not be weighing in on 

DACA cases during this term
● SCOTUS will take up the decision next 

term which begins Oct. 5th 
● Renewal Applications are being accepted
● Beneficiaries of DACA are NOT a priority 

for Immigration Officials. 
○ in case any “crime” has been 

committed… please talk to a lawyer



US District Judge Edward Chen granted a preliminary injunction 
stopping the government from terminating TPS. The injunction 

did not include Honduras or Nepal

Temporary 
Protection 
Status
(TPS)

Honduras
~50,000 people
Ends 1/5/2020

Sudan
1,000 people
Ends 11/2/2018

Nicaragua
2,500 people
Ends 1/5/2019

Nepal
~8,950 people
Ends 06/24/2019

Haiti
60,000 people
Ends 7/22/2019

El Salvador
~250,000 people
Ends 9/9/2019



Dream and 
Promise 
Act - 2019 

Dreamandpromise.com 



DACA Resource

RenewMyDACA.com



Immigration Legal 
Intake Service
"When I came into E4FC, I was 
undocumented and afraid of where my life 
was heading. Through the Dreamer Intake 
Service, I realized I had an option to legalize. 
Now I have legal status, graduated from 
Cornell Law School, and am an attorney!”

— Krsna Avila, Former Legal Services 
Manager



Questions?



State 
Educational 
Policy 
Updates 



In-State 
Tuition
(Part 1)

Three Full-Time years of attendance or credits 
earned in a: 

California High School; or 
Adult School; or 
Community College (up to 2 years); or 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation; or 
Any combination thereof; 

OR 
Three years of high school coursework and 
three years of total attendance in a: 

CA elementary or 
Secondary School or 
Any combination of these

Length of Time 
or Coursework 
Requirements
(SB 68)

https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/IR_SB68-Fact-Sheet-1.pdf


In-State 
Tuition
(Part 2)

 Meets either degree or unit requirements:
Graduate from a CA High School, or 
Obtain a G.E.D. in CA, or 
Attain an associate degree from a CA Community 
College, or 
Fulfill minimum transfer requirements for University of 
California or California State University

Degree or Unit 
Requirements
(SB 68)

https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/IR_SB68-Fact-Sheet-1.pdf


IN-STATE TUITION TOOL
immigrantsrising.org/qualifier/



California Dream Act (AB 130 & AB 131)

California Dream Act allows AB 540, AB 2000 and SB 68 eligible undocumented 
students to benefit from University Scholarships and Financial Aid from 
State-Government.

Due: March 2nd



Types of CA 
State 
Financial Aid 

https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/types-of-california-state-financial-aid/


Scholarships



Building 
Agency and 
Power 

● Inform students about their rights: 

www.ilrc and www.nilc.org

● Help Start a Club/Student Group

● Connect to culturally competent 

and responsive mental/ emotional 

health services 

● Educate students about previous 

social movements 

● Build faith 

Amongst Students

http://www.ilrc
http://www.nilc.org


Create a 
Scholarship 
Culture

Most common methods to fund 
educational goals
● Construct a support system 
● Look locally! 

Extensive Scholarship List that 
does not require SSN
● Free resource



Immigrants Rising’s Scholarship Database

https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/list-of-undergraduate-scholarships/


TheDream.US Scholarship

High School graduates may receive up to $29,000 and 
Community College Graduates may receive of up to $14,500 

towards a Bachelor’s Degree



Scholarship 
Databases

Dreamers RoadMap
http://www.dreamersroadmap.com/scholarships/

Geneseo Migrant Center 
http://migrant.net/scholarships/

IME Becas
https://consulmex.sre.gob.mx/littlerock/index.php/avisos/81-convocatoria-ime-becas-2016
-2017

MALDEF
https://www.maldef.org/assets/pdf/FINAL_2018-2018_MALDEF_Scholarship_List_10271
7.pdf

Scholarships A-Z
www.scholarshipsaz.org

Silicon Valley Community Foundation
https://www.siliconvalleycf.org/scholarships

The College Expo 
https://www.thecollegeexpo.org/resources/scholarships

https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/applying-for-scholarships/
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/applying-for-scholarships/
http://www.dreamersroadmap.com/scholarships/
http://migrant.net/scholarships/
https://consulmex.sre.gob.mx/littlerock/index.php/avisos/81-convocatoria-ime-becas-2016-2017
https://consulmex.sre.gob.mx/littlerock/index.php/avisos/81-convocatoria-ime-becas-2016-2017
https://www.maldef.org/assets/pdf/FINAL_2018-2018_MALDEF_Scholarship_List_102717.pdf
https://www.maldef.org/assets/pdf/FINAL_2018-2018_MALDEF_Scholarship_List_102717.pdf
http://www.scholarshipsaz.org
https://www.siliconvalleycf.org/scholarships
https://www.thecollegeexpo.org/resources/scholarships


University 
Resources 
Make a 
Difference

Ask the Questions: 

● Do you have an Undocumented Student 
Center?

● Do you provide Emergency Funding for 
Undoc. Students?

● Do you have the DACA Renewal Fee? 
● Do you provide Scholarships?
● Do you have opportunities for Undocumented 

Students to be earn a living on campus?



Questions?



Create a Safe Space



Student
& Family 
Protections



How can
K-12 Schools
&  Colleges 
Protect 
Undocumented 
Students?

● Limit the sharing of student information 
with federal immigration authorities  
(Reaffirm FERPA!)

● Restrict immigration agents’ access to 
school

● Prohibit campus security from 
collaborating with federal immigration 
authorities for the purposes of 
enforcement

● Provide resources and information for 
immigrant students and their families



Protecting 
Student 
Information 
(FERPA)

FERPA Protects the privacy of student 
records in K-12 schools, colleges & 
universities by requiring prior written consent 
before disclosing information to a third party.

Who is a Third Party: 
● Parents, unless child is 18 OR unless student is a 

dependent on the parent’s most recent federal 
income tax return

● Educators, Advisors, and Scholarship Providers
● Anyone else not specifically named in FERPA 

procedures

Understand how FERPA protections apply at 
your Org.

AB 699- Guidance to K-12



Mixed Family 
Households

Citizen/ Legal Permanent Students with 
undocumented parents are eligible for 
FAFSA

● FERPA protections do exist within 
FAFSA

● Parents enter 00000000s for SSN
● Use Parent Signature Page ~ Not FSA 

ID



Relevant
Guide
from 
Immigrants 
Rising



Rapid 
Response

National (844) 363-1423

Alameda (510) 241-4011

San Francisco (415) 200-1548

Santa Clara (408) 290-1144

San Diego (619) 536-0823

https://rapidresponse.sfbar.org/local-networks-emergency-hotlines/

https://rapidresponse.sfbar.org/local-networks-emergency-hotlines/


Questions?



Earning a 
Living 
Beyond 
DACA



“Entrepreneurship is freedom 
and creativity. It’s being 
proud of where I came from. 
It’s giving the next generation 
a better change.” 

— Marleny Del Cid, Owner of 
Los Shucos NYC



Professional 
Licenses 
for 
Undocumented 
Individuals

10 STATES—California, Florida, Illinois, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, South 
Dakota, Utah, West Virginia and 
Wyoming—enacted laws providing licenses 
for certain populations, such as Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
recipients, legal immigrants and/or 
unauthorized immigrants.

IN CALIFORNIA, SB 1159, signed in 2014, 
opened up professional opportunities for 
people in CA with an ITIN



Life After 
College Guide 
from 
Immigrants 
Rising





See what’s 
Possible.

immigrantsrising.org



Building Agency and Power



UndocuJoy

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1kkdBjASfc


Building 
Agency and 
Power

● Self-Care
● Connect with Other Educators
● Know the Laws
● Create Undocu-Friendly classrooms
● Decorate with Artivism the pride of the 

immigrant movement 
● Support students to start their own group 

for  immigrant rights 
● Participate in Educators Coming Out Day 

(November)

Amongst Educators



Share our 
Resources 
&
Access our 
Services ImmigrantsRising.org



Immigration Legal 
Intake Service
"When I came into E4FC, I was undocumented 
and afraid of where my life was heading. 
Through the Dreamer Intake Service, I realized 
I had an option to legalize. Now I have legal 
status, graduated from Cornell Law School, 
and am an attorney!” — Krsna Avila,
Former Legal Services Manager

immigrantsrising.org/legalintake/



Educational
Resource Binder
Order online or download 
for free

immigrantsrising.org



Request a 
Presentation
Our presentation team is 
available to present at
high schools, colleges and 
organizations in the Bay Area

immigrantsrising.org





Additional 
Resources

● Guidance and Model Policies to Assist 
California’s K-12 Schools in Responding to 
Immigration Issues  - from California 
Attorney General
 

● California In-State Tuition Qualifier  - from 
Immigrants Rising 

● Quick Guide to College Access for 
Undocumented Students - from Immigrants 
Rising 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q1q3E634t_DD_1o3Ns3FcL0nnIOIOb6n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q1q3E634t_DD_1o3Ns3FcL0nnIOIOb6n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q1q3E634t_DD_1o3Ns3FcL0nnIOIOb6n/view?usp=sharing
https://immigrantsrising.org/qualifier/
https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Quick-Guide-to-College-Access.pdf
https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Quick-Guide-to-College-Access.pdf


QUESTIONS?
Estefania Hermosillo
Community Education Coordinator

estefania@immigrantsrising.org

Rocio Preciado 
Community Education Manager 

rocio@immigrantsrising.org

mailto:estefania@immigrantsrising.org
mailto:estefania@immigrantsrising.org

