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ROBOTS ARE TAKING OVER THE 
WORLD







For a majority of colleges students

Your major does not define your career

& Don’t Worry…..

You’re most likely going to change it in 
college anyway



Inside Higher Ed:  Who Changes Majors? (Not Who You Think); Doug Lederman—12/8/17



5 Talents Needed to Survive 
the Robotic Age

Feeling:      Empathy & Intuition


Seeing:       How the parts fit the whole picture (systems thinking)


Dreaming:  Applied Imagination


Making:      Creativity, design, prototyping and testing


Learning:    Learning how to learn

Linda Naiman:  The 5 Skills You and Your Kids Need to Be Robot Proof, According to Experts.  2/22/17—Inc.com



ADVISING GEN-Z



Tips for Working With High School 
Students in the Robotic Age


It can happen at your school with:


TVT Course Offerings include:


Ceramics, Electrical Engineering, Entrepreneurship, Film, 

Mechanical Engineering, Structural Engineering, Studio Art, etc.


 TVT has also implemented a dean model


Grade level specific, starting in 6th grade, which handles the 

social/emotional well being of the student


Not every school has this luxury, but we also created space on 

campus to foster these talents


Last year, we opened an Art and Engineering Center, etc.




Tools We Can Use to Help the 
Undecided Student


Naviance Student


Career Cluster Finder, Career Interest Profiler, Do What You Are, etc.


Summer programming 


Chapman (Dodge Film Academy), COSMOS, UCI, USC, etc.


Internships 


Utilize local connections or community members


At TVT, we offer Immersion Programs 


Biomedical Research, Game Design, Marketing Internship for 

an NGO, etc.


ROP programs



Tips for Working With High School 
Students in the Robotic Age

At TVT, we host Delaware’s Southern California 

Diamond Challenge for High School Entrepreneurs


Utilize alumni to convey success stories to current students


Suggestion: Conduct a Q&A session in May after they return from school


Attend local conferences (SLC) to collaborate with other professionals to learn best 
practices


Be willing to have uncomfortable conversations about student development


It’s okay that they do not know!


Where they go, versus how they engage, in college is 

tantamount!




University of Delaware 
University Studies Program



Our Approach
Our program is solely focused to serving UST student and is not 
affiliated within another college.  Ex. Liberal Arts or Humanities


Very High Touch Point with frequent meetings with advisors


Consistently reevaluating the students in UST:


Self Interests & Skill Sets


Values


Career Exploration


Academic Options
Adrian A. McCleary
Associate Director
University Studies Program
University of Delaware



UST by the Numbers
Past five years:  700 to 800 admits to UST each year


20% of the First Year Class


In addition, 100 to 130 students change from their major to 
UST throughout the year


Students that have accumulated more than 60 credits cannot 
transfer into UST


Time Spent in UST varies from 4 days to 4 semesters


90% of UST students declare by the end of their sophomore 
year

Adrian A. McCleary
Associate Director
University Studies Program
University of Delaware



Top 3 Reasons Why Students 
Choose UST at University of Delaware

1.  Exploring Programs 

A majority of UST students:  They are simply unsure 
about their passion and want to spend their time to 
examine as many options as they deem relevant 
before choosing their major.

Adrian A. McCleary
Associate Director
University Studies Program
University of Delaware



Top 3 Reasons Why Students 
Chose UST at University of Delaware

2.  Examining Programs 

Students are admitted to UD but are torn between   
1 or 2 academic programs.  They use their time in 
UST to further examine those programs before 
committing to a major

Adrian A. McCleary
Associate Director
University Studies Program
University of Delaware



Top 3 Reasons Why Students 
Chose UST at University of Delaware
3.  Enhancing Skills 

Students who apply to highly competitive programs 
but are admitted to UD as UST students.  Based on 
their high school preparation, test scores, etc, UD 
feels strongly that they may not be successful if they 
begin in rigorous programs.  


Students are given the option to attend UD as UST 
students and to complete pre-requisite course and 
apply for an internal transfer to intended programs

Adrian A. McCleary
Associate Director
University Studies Program
University of Delaware



UST:  Declaring a Major
60% of UD majors are unrestricted and can be declared at 
anytime regardless of GPA


30% of UD majors are considered competitive, but not        
off-limits for UST students


Most competitive:  Majors in the Health Sciences & 
Engineering (Nursing, Biomedical and Chemical 
Engineering) & Entreprenuership


Only one major ineligible for internal transfer:  3+2 
program in Occupational Therapy—in conjunction with 
Thomas Jefferson University

Adrian A. McCleary
Associate Director
University Studies Program
University of Delaware



UST:  Student Life
Absolutely no different than any other UD student who is 
admitted directly into their major


UST students participate in:


Honors Program


Study Abroad


Internships


University Research
Adrian A. McCleary
Associate Director
University Studies Program
University of Delaware



Advising UST Students: 

Highly encourage student involvement in extra &         
co-curricular activities to further explore their passions


Consistent Interaction with Career Services, The Office 
of Academic Enrichment & Student Development


Recently developed UST Peer Liaison Connection pairs 
new UST students with former UST students to help 
eliminate isolation and to offer student engagement and 
support. 

Adrian A. McCleary
Associate Director
University Studies Program
University of Delaware





Explore the Benefits of a True Liberal Arts 
Education

Explore the Benefits of a True Liberal Arts 
Education



GREAT READS!Great Resources



























Students Can Use the Creation of Their  
LinkedIn Profile to Prepare For…
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