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 FAFSA = Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid 

 EFC = Expected Family Contribution 
 CSS PROFILE = Supplemental application for 

institutional aid used by some colleges & 
universities 

 NPC = Net Price Calculator 
 SAR = Student Aid Report 
 Professional Judgment = Any adjustment 

made at the discretion of an aid 
professional on a case by case basis 
 
 
 



 Beginning in 2016 for the 2017-18 
academic year, the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) will: 
◦ Be available earlier – October rather than January 
◦ Use income information from TWO years prior - 

instead of the previous year - to calculate the 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

 This shift is commonly referred to as 
“prior-prior year” or PPY 

 The CSS PROFILE will also use PPY income 
information 
 



“Learning about aid eligibility options much 
earlier in the college application and decision 
process will allow students and families to 
determine the true cost of attending college – 
taking available financial aid into account – and 
make more informed decisions.” 

                            -- White House Fact Sheet 

 



 It is simply providing one year prior income 
information from what families provided 
before 

 The family can complete the form, use the 
data retrieval tool and be done 

 



 For participating colleges, the CSS PROFILE 
will be completed at the same time is always 
has 

 The only difference is it will be using prior-
prior year also 

 All other data will remain the same for 
reporting purposes 



 Students will be able to apply for financial 
aid earlier 

 The opportunity for families to know what 
their EFC will be earlier in the admission 
process 

 More students and parents will be able to 
import data from the IRS to the FAFSA 
using the Data Retrieval Tool 
◦ Fewer errors! Less verification. 



 Opportunity for earlier conversations about 
net price and affordability 

 Closer alignment of financial aid application 
timeline with traditional admissions cycle may 
encourage more students to apply for aid 

 Opportunity for partnership/cross-training 
between campus aid and admission staffs 

 Could there be more pressure placed on 
students to apply early, and make a decision 
about enrollment earlier? 



 The move to PPY has broad implications for 
counseling professionals, who support 
students as they plan and prepare for college 

 The use of prior-prior year income information 
in the aid application process should allow 
counselors/access organizations more time to 
advise students about college affordability 

 The counseling community may need to share 
information about college costs earlier in the 
college selection process 



 How might PPY impact policies, operations and 
systems? 

 Could an earlier financial aid application 
timeline affect admission/aid deadlines or 
notifications? Outreach & recruitment 
activities? 

 Will a longer financial aid processing window,  
and reduced verification give financial aid 
administrators more time for counseling? 

 Admission offices may need to review 
recruitment strategies and yield models, 
monitoring any changes in applicant behavior 



 What do you (counselors/admissions staff) 
see as the biggest change resulting from PPY? 

 What changes in student behavior do you 
anticipate? 

 College admission staff: What are the current 
conversations happening on your campus? 

 Counseling professionals: What information 
do you need to be successful during this 
transition? 



www.collegeboard.org/ppyresources 


