


The Advantages of Being on a College’s Radar



Eric Wilson
Saint Louis University

Lauren Ghishan
Trinity University

Ed Devine
Lafayette College

3.18.15



 Students are going stealth

 Institutional approaches to stealth 
applicants

 Demonstrated interest

 Advice/Resources to help students to 
put their best foot forward



1 in 3 students is a stealth applicant (Secret 
Shoppers: The Stealth Applicant Search for 
Higher Education, Spring 2012 Journal of 
College Admission)

Yield rates on decline: National average down 
from 49 to 37 percent yield between 2002 to 
2009. (2013 State of College Admission Report, 
NACAC)



Dear College Rep,

I had a great time meeting you and visiting Lafayette 
about two weeks ago. I especially enjoyed getting a 
tour of the campus from one of the students. After my 
visit, I was all around impressed with Lafayette. 
Thanks for spending the time to talk with me, and I 
hope to see you at Prep High School in April.

Thanks,

Patrick Student ‘ 17



Hello,

My name is student, I am a junior at Jesuit High School in Portland, 
Oregon and I live in Vancouver,Washington. My goal is to become a 
registered dietitian (RD). I am very interested in hearing about your 
dietetics program and the path/requirements to becoming a RD, as 
well as learning more about Saint Louis University and the Doisy 
College of Health Sciences.

Are you available to meet before or after the Jesuit Excellence 
Tour on Tuesday, May 17th? I would love to talk with you personally 
about the dietetics program, my background and any 
recommendations you may have to strengthen my application & 
my understanding of Saint Louis University.



Hi and thanks for your email with all the great information. I 
am very interested in Trinity University and plan to visit the 
campus this summer. Thanks also for the contact information for 
the Coordinator for Athletic Recruitment, Jeremy Boyce. I'm 
going to send him and email to hopefully coordinate a campus 
tour and meeting with the basketball coach or coaches to learn 
more about the basketball program.

It was nice meeting you at the college fair. I'll be on the look 
out for more information/emails. 

Lucas



 St. Louis, MO

 Atlantic 10 (Division I)

 8,200 full-time, traditional age undergraduates

 Moderately Selective: ~60% admitted

 Application as first contact of completed apps:

 2015 – 63%

 2016 - 62%



 San Antonio, TX

 Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference (Division III)

 2,400 full-time, traditional age undergraduates

 Selective: ~ 40% admitted

 Application as first contact as % of completed apps: 

 Fall 2012 – 35%

 Fall 2013 – 41%

 Fall 2014 – 44%

 Fall 2015 – 47%

 Fall 2016 – 34%



 Easton, PA

 Patriot League (Division I)

 2,400 full-time, traditional age undergraduates

 Highly selective: 29% admitted

 Application as first contact as % of completed apps: 

 Fall 2012 – 31%

 Fall 2013 – 27%

 Fall 2014 – 30%

 Fall 2015 – 30%

 As high as 45% at previous school 



 Ranked sixth for ‘considerable importance’ as a factor for 
admission decisions



 Importance of demonstrated interest rose from 2003 to 2010, 
and has declined slightly since then.



 School type is an important factor



 Interaction and inquiry card 
submission (or scan) at college 
fairs 

 Campus visit during junior year 
or summer after junior year

 Early application

 Supplemental Essay – showing 
your particular interest in that 
college and how you have 
researched it specifically

 Speaking with alumni or 
students who may share 
information with students on 
behalf of admission office

 Campus information session/ 
tour

 Interview with admission rep/ 
alum

 Second visit to campus in 
senior year 

 Overnight program

 Contacting admission rep 

 Meeting with faculty on 
campus or by phone



 Curriculum

 GPA

 Test Scores

 Resume or Activities List

 Essay

 Short Answers

 Recommendation Letters

 Interviews 

 Required vs Optional vs Not Allowed

 Demonstrated Interest/Match

 Type of High School Does Matter



Saint Louis University



Saint Louis University



Saint Louis University



Trinity University



Hello, have we met? Don’t I know you?

Ahh, good to see you old friend!

Lafayette College



Lafayette College



8,000 - Apps

4,000 – Admit 1st Read

1,700 – Cut, 2nd Read

2,300 – Goal

2,300
Accept
Enroll

650



 Student Perspective: Wait?  I have to do what?

 Isn’t that considered stalking?

What if a college still doesn’t want me?

 I don’t have time…



 Developing self-advocacy skills

 How to help students prepare and practice DI

 Create a checklist (steal from Slide 14!)

 Role play

 Preparing for campus visit

 What to expect when rep visits your high school

 Workshops on do’s, don’ts of professional email 
correspondence, social media protocol

 Mock interviews



 What scares them or prevents them from demonstrating 
interest:

 Time

 Fear

 Don’t know how

 Don’t want expose themselves

 Etc.



 Stronger Fit/Match

 Stronger Interviews

 Stronger Supplements

 Stronger Advocacy in Committee (Scholarships)

 Demonstrated Self Reliance
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