College Entrance Tests

SAT, ACT and Subject Tests

Most four-year colleges and universities require applicants to take the SAT I or ACT test.

Some selective schools additionally require a certain number of Subject Tests (SAT II).

SAT Test: 

· This is a 3.75 hour test with a math, critical reading and writing sections.

· It is offered 7 times each year on a Saturday, usually at 8:00am.

· There is a penalty for wrong answers. 

· All test scores become part of the student’s official SAT Score Report

· A student earns a score that can vary from 200 to 800 in each of the three sections. 

· The admission committee can take the scores from only one test date or “mix and match” the highest score for each section without regard to the date the test was taken.

ACT Test

· This is a 3 to 4 hour test covering English, math, reading and science.  Additionally an optional writing section may be taken.

· It is offered 6 times a year, never the same day as the SAT and usually at 8:00am

· There is NO penalty for wrong answers.

· The student selects which score to send to the colleges.

· The student earns a score in each section and a composite score.

Subject Tests (SAT II)

· Each test is one hour.  A student may select which subjects. Every subject test is not offered on every test date.

· A student may take up to 3 Subject Tests on one day.

· The SAT II is offered the same dates and times as the SAT I.  Student can take the SAT I OR SAT II test on one day.

· Every SAT II test score becomes part of the student’s SAT Score Report.  SAT I & II scores are on one report.

· There is a penalty for wrong answers.

· The subjects are: English Literature, US History, World History, Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Math I, Math II, Foreign Languages (Spanish, French, German, Italian, Latin, Modern Hebrew, Spanish with listening, French with listening, German with listening, Chinese with listening, Japanese with listening and Korean with listening)

The SAT Tests are usually offered in October, November, December, January, March/April (no SAT II test), May and June.

The ACT Test is usually offered in September, October, December, February, April, May and June.

Registration for college entrance tests is available at: 


SAT I and Subject Tests:  www.collegeboard.com

ACT Test:  www.act.org 

