GETTING STARTED WITH THE 

COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS

Starting to think about college admission can be a bit scary.  Try to think of it as a “maze”.  You will find your way and get into a college you want to attend.  In order to do this, you MUST put in time and effort.  After all, this is for YOUR future! 

All students should try to visit as many college campuses as possible.  It is good to begin visiting colleges by your sophomore year.  Most high schools have a college career center where information about college campuses, college entrance tests, college representative’s visits, etc. can be easily found.  Be sure to use this resource as well as the Internet.

There is a “right” college for everyone!

It is a good idea to start a college file box or notebook.  This way you can keep all your information together.  It will make it easier to complete your applications.  Please be sure to keep all important high school papers.  

The college essay is important.  Please be sure that you write it!  You MUST answer the question and you must have someone proof read your final essay.  

The college application is how the admissions committee makes the acceptance decisions.  Your application must represent you in the best way possible.  Following directions and completing all sections make a difference.

College admissions are very competitive!

Possible sections for your file or notebook:  Planning calendar, checklist lists, personal information, test information, essay information, college visit / tour information, financial aid information, and a section for EACH college.

