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The College Boardõs mission is to connect 

students to college success and 

opportunity.  We are a not -for -profit 

membership organization committed to 

excellence and equity in education.

The College Board serves seven 

million students and their parents, 

23,000 high schools, and 3,500 

colleges.   
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College Board Accommodations

ÅThe College Board provides testing 
accommodations on all of its tests to 
students with documented disabilities.

ÅMost well known College Board tests: SAT, 
PSAT and Advanced Placement (AP) tests.

ÅOnce a student is approved for 
accommodations, the accommodations are 
valid for all College Board tests, as long as the 
school annually verifies that eligibility 
requirements and Guidelines are met.
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Someexamplesof accommodationsé

Å Extended time

Å Computer for essays

Å Large Block Answer Sheet

Å Extra/Extended breaks

Å Change of setting 
(Small group setting, 1:1 testing, school -based) 

Å Permission to take medication/food/drinks during test

Å Braille/cassette/reader

Å Written copy of oral instructions

Å Scribe

Å Write answers in test booklet

Å Large print tests

Å Use of colored overlay

*List is not exhaustive
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Accommodations Request Process

Å To start process, a Student Eligibility Form must be submitted 
to the College Board Services for Students with Disabilities 
office (SSD).  Generally, this is done in cooperation with 
school.

Å In some cases, documentation of a disability must also be 
provided.

Å A student/parent may submit a request for accommodations 
without the involvement of the School, but must include 
documentation for review.

Å Start process early!  Processing clock does not start until 
everything is COMPLETE. Where documentation must be 
provided, the process takes approximately 7 weeks from receipt 
of all information.
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Student Eligibility Form
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V No diagnosed disability

V Other impairment is the only diagnosed disability

V No current formal plan

V Declassified

V Plan is Less than 4 school months

V Testing is not current

V Documentation includes only one of the required testing 
(i.e., cognitive or academic)

V Accommodations student is requesting based on a 
disability have not been provided and/or used on school 
tests for the past four school months.

V Student is requesting a computer to record written 
responses.

V Student is requesting greater than 100% extended time.

V Student is submitting request without involvement of 
school.

Documentation must by submitted when ANY of 

the following conditions apply:



Connect to college success

When are accommodations 

appropriate?

ÅStudent must have a documented 
disability which substantially affects 
his/her ability to take College Board 
tests.

ÅInclusion of an accommodation on an 
IEP/504 Plan/Formal Plan does not 
compel need for accommodation on 
College Board tests 
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Documentation should demonstrate:

ÅStudent has a disability

ÅDisability leads to a functional 
limitation in ability to take College 
Board tests 

ÅThe requested accommodation is 
appropriate (i.e., evidence of 
effectiveness of use)
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Guidelines for Documentation
The studentõs documentation should meet the 

following College Board guidelines:

1.) State the specific disability as diagnosed

2.) Be current: for academic testing, within the last 5 years; for 
psych disabilities w/in the last year.  

3.) Provide relevant educational, developmental and medical 
history

4.) Describe the comprehensive testing techniques

5.) Describe the functional limitations

6.) Describe the specific accommodations

7.) Establish the professional credentials of the evaluator 
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Extended Time

0SAT

050% extra time = 5 hours and 25 minutes

0100% extra time = 7 hours (school testing; 2 days)

0Students must sit for entire test; cannot leave early if 

finish early

0 Consider whether accommodations other than extended 

time may be more appropriate, such as extra breaks
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Guidelines for Computer use as an 

Accommodation

Å Available only for the writing/essay section of tests

Å Students must provide documentation of a diagnosed 
disability that substantially impacts written expression 
skills (such as dysgraphia, physical disability or severe 
language-based learning disability)

Å Having fine motor skills problems in and of itself does not 
necessitate accommodations on College Board writing tests 
if no impact in the writing area is demonstrated.

Å Where an applicant requests a computer because of 
dysgraphia, the student should include documentation of a 
fine motor problem and an academic test of written 
language 
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Tips for Eligibility Processing

Å Be mindful of asking for the appropriate

accommodation as supported by the documentation

ÅDonõt wait! Complete documents as soon as possible, as 

early the end of freshman year.

Å Documents are scanned ðuse a no. 2 pencil

Å Fill in all required fields on the forms (pages 3 and 4) 

including studentõs and parent/guardianõs signatures

Å Students should use the SSD eligibility code number for 

registration and in any contact with the College Board 
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http://www.collegeboard.com/ssd/student

http://www.collegeboard.com/ssd/student
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