The University of California Essay Prompts 

Your personal statement—consisting of responses to two prompts—is your chance to tell UC who you are and what’s important to you. Think of it as your opportunity to introduce yourself to the admissions and scholarship officers reading your application. Be open, be honest, be real. What you tell us in your personal statement gives readers the context to better understand the rest of the information you’ve provided in your application. 

Read each prompt carefully and be sure to respond to all parts. Use specific, concrete examples to support the points you want to make. 

· Respond to both prompts, using a maximum of 1,000 words total. 

· You may allocate the word count as you wish. If you choose to respond to one prompt at greater length, we suggest your shorter answer be no less than 250 words. 

Prompt #1:    Describe the world you come from – for example, your family, community or school – and tell us how your world has shaped your dreams and aspirations.

Prompt #2:  Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience that is important to you. What about this quality or accomplishment makes you proud and how does it relate to the person you are?

Helpful hints:

Choose a topic for each essay. 

Look critically at the information in your application: your grades, awards, activities and work experience, family and income. Anticipate questions an admissions evaluator will have after reading your application. The personal statement is your opportunity to answer those questions.

Compose your personal statement in a word-processing program. 

Don't type it directly into the application. This way, you will have the opportunity to print copies for review.

Write in a natural style. 

Present your information and ideas in a focused, thoughtful and meaningful manner. Support your ideas with specific examples. A personal statement that is simply a list of qualities or accomplishments is usually not persuasive. 

Proofread. 

In addition to checking your spelling, be sure your grammar is correct and your essays read smoothly.

Solicit feedback. 

Your personal statement should reflect your own ideas and be written by you alone, but others--family and teachers--can offer valuable suggestions.

Copy and paste. 

Once you are satisfied with your essays, save them in plain text (ASCII) and paste them into the space provided in the application. Proofread once more to make sure no odd characters or line breaks have appeared. 

Ask advice of whomever you like, but do not plagiarize from sources in print or online, and do not use anyone's published words but your own.

