A DESCRIPTION OF THE EXAMS
SAT  REASONING TEST 
A three hour, 35 minute test with multiple-choice questions in Critical Reasoning, Math and Writing with an Essay.  Each section is scored on a scale of 200-800 points making a total possible of 2400.  Most colleges and universities require the SAT or ACT (see below) for admission.
SAT SUBJECT TESTS 
Exams are offered in a variety of subjects and are designed to measure specific accomplishment and knowledge in a single field.  Most of the exams are multiple choice.  Each Subject Test is scored on a scale of 200-800 points.  The University of California requires two SAT Subject exams which the student may choose from different areas. Some private universities may require more.

PSAT/NMSQT - NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP QUALIFYING TEST
A short form of the SAT Reasoning Test, it offers students the opportunity to gain experience taking standardized college admissions exams.  For eleventh graders, taking this exam may qualify students for the National Merit Scholarship Competition.

ACT - AMERICAN COLLEGE TESTING PROGRAM
The exam is divided into four parts:  English usage, Mathematics, Social Science Reading, and Natural Sciences Reading.  There are five scores for the ACT - one for each of the individual parts and a composite score which is most often used for admission purposes.  An additional Writing section is optional and should be taken if applying to the University of California.  The ACT exam is accepted for admission into any college or university.

AP - ADVANCED PLACEMENT
AP exams are offered in a variety of subjects.  The tests are approximately three hours long and combine written, objective and aural selections depending on the subject.  The AP examinations are used as measures of college level achievement and are scored on a scale of 1-5.  A minimum score of 3 is required to be granted college credit (depending on the individual college).
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