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In the midst of the current budget crisis in California, we encourage our legislators and decision makers to keep their eyes on the future of our state and economy.  Ten or twenty years from now, we will only be as good as our wage earners (taxpayers) and innovators.  Our people make difference, and the current discussions tend to leave out the connection between our school students and their future lives.

For the first time in history, we are producing a generation of young people less educated than their parents, resulting in the economic equivalent of a permanent recession.  Our job and education deficits are the same.

While school buildings stand and qualified teachers teach, who will be there to help students from every socioeconomic background to think about their futures, plan for their college and careers, complete applications for admission and financial aid, and succeed in college?   (Feel free to insert a personal story here, as you wish.)

According to the California Department of Education, California suffers from the highest student-to-counselor ratio in the country, and current plans will only exacerbate the situation . . . counselors have received pink slips across the board.  Does the citizenry of our state really believe that students will find their path without assistance?   Who will attend and graduate from Community Colleges, UCs, CSUs and our prestigious private colleges?  Out of state students?

Will California enjoy an educated and prepared citizenry in 10 years?  Current plans and cuts will rob us and our young people of their futures.  Eight out of 10 jobs will demand some form of post-secondary education.  Consequently we need to get serious about providing students the support they need from counselors.  While much of what a counselor does is not quantifiable, the results are.   Without counselors, college going rates plummet and college graduation rates decline.
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We can’t afford not to have counselors in each school, supporting students’ dreams and college applications.  We urge our legislators, school boards, PTAs, and citizens to demand an educated and prepared workforce.  It only makes sense for our future economy and is only right for our students.
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